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Publishing in Philosophy
• Why?
• When?
• What? 

• Article types
• Article structure
• Choosing the journal

• How?
• The writing process
• The The peer-review process

• Where?
• Who?
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Why publish?
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Why publish?
• To advance knowledge in the 

discipline.
• Knowledge is cumulative, we 

build upon previous work.

• To “survive” in academia, if 
you want a career in it.*

• How much and where you 
publish will be used as a 
heuristic to measure your 
research skills.

4https://philosopherscocoon.typepad.com/blog/2022/07/alt-ac-job-market-tips-quick-links.html

*

https://philosopherscocoon.typepad.com/blog/2022/07/alt-ac-job-market-tips-quick-links.html


When to publish?
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When to publish?
• It’s never too early!
• E.g. Master’s theses can be 

publishable if written or 
edited with this goal in mind 
(see “How to publish”).
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What to publish? 
Article Types
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What to publish? Article types
• Original articles

• Novel argument / contribution.
• Discussion articles
• Encyclopedia entries
• Book reviews
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What to publish? Article types
• Original articles
• Discussion articles

• Critically assess one paper.
• Encyclopedia entries
• Book reviews
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What to publish? Article types
• Original articles
• Discussion articles
• Encyclopedia entries

• Review previous work on a topic.
• Book reviews
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What to publish? Article types
• Original articles
• Discussion articles
• Encyclopedia entries
• Book reviews

• Summarize and comment a book.
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What to publish? Article types
• Original articles 
• Discussion articles / Encyclopedia entries 
• Book reviews

12

More value



What to publish? Article types
Check the “Instructions for Authors” section in journals' websites for 
more information (accepted article types, wordcount, etc.)

13https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?show=instructions&journalCode=rajp20

https://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?show=instructions&journalCode=rajp20


What to publish? 
Article Structure
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What to publish? Article Structure
Abstract

https://mitcommlab.mit.edu/broad/commkit/journal-article-abstract/ 15

https://mitcommlab.mit.edu/broad/commkit/journal-article-abstract/


What to publish? Article Structure

[…]

[…]

[…]

[…]
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Abstract
Introduction
• Background &

goals.

*Ideally, one could be 
able to understand your 
paper just by reading 
the first (two) 
sentence(s) of each 
paragraph.



What to publish? Article Structure
Abstract
Introduction
• Background &

goals.
• Outline
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What to publish? Article Structure
Abstract
Introduction
• Background &

goals.
• Outline
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Background

Argument(s)

Objection(s)

Conclusion(s)



What to publish? Article Structure
Abstract
Introduction
• Background &

goals.
• Outline

• You don’t need
it before starting
to write!

19https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/bernhardnickel/files/reverse-outline.pdf

https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/bernhardnickel/files/reverse-outline.pdf


What to publish? Article Structure
• Reference sections are much easier to build using reference

managers, e.g.:

https://www.mendeley.com/download-reference-manager/
https://www.zotero.org/
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https://www.mendeley.com/download-reference-manager/
https://www.zotero.org/


How to publish?
The writing process
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How to publish? The writing process
• What counts

• Knowledge of the literature 
• Clarity 
• Originality of contribution
• Quality of the argument and responses to objections

22Check online writting resources, e.g. https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/brief-guides-writing-disciplines

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/brief-guides-writing-disciplines
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How to publish? The writing process
• What counts

• Knowledge of the literature 
• Clarity 
• Originality of contribution
• Quality of the argument and responses to objections

• Iterative & social
• Informal discussions
• Oral presentations at seminars and conferences
• Written feedback on early drafts

24Check online writting resources, e.g. https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/brief-guides-writing-disciplines

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/brief-guides-writing-disciplines


How to publish? The writing process
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https://www.acpcpa.ca/cpages/submit

https://laspq.org/congres

https://www.apaonline.org/page/papersubmission

Conferences

https://www.acpcpa.ca/cpages/submit
https://laspq.org/congres
https://www.apaonline.org/page/papersubmission


How to publish? The writing process

26

https://www.acpcpa.ca/cpages/submit

https://laspq.org/congres

https://www.apaonline.org/page/papersubmission

Conferences More on:

https://philevents.org/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/philosophy/philos-l/

https://www.acpcpa.ca/cpages/submit
https://laspq.org/congres
https://www.apaonline.org/page/papersubmission
https://philevents.org/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/philosophy/philos-l/


How to publish? The writing process
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http://www.cce.umontreal.ca/caf.htm https://www.mcgill.ca/mwc/
https://www.aide.ulaval.ca/ https://vie-etudiante.uqam.ca/

http://www.cce.umontreal.ca/caf.htm
https://www.mcgill.ca/mwc/
https://www.aide.ulaval.ca/
https://vie-etudiante.uqam.ca/


How to publish?
The peer-review process
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
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Cover letter



How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers



How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission*
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

33*To a journal that can appreciate good philosophy



How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
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• Reject
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• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission*
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit

Edit

*To a journal that can appreciate good philosophy



How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit

• Response to Reviewers
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How to publish? The peer-review process
• Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit

• Response to Reviewers
• Revised Manuscript



How to publish? The peer-review process
• (Re)Submission
• Editors’ Decision

• Reject
• Send to reviewers

• Peer-review
• Editors’ Decision

• Accept 
• Reject
• Revise & Resubmit

• Response to Reviewers
• Revised Manuscript



Where to publish? 
Choosing the journal
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Beware of predatory journals!

44

• Emails inviting your 
submissions can look 
(more or less) legit

• But proper journals 
rarely or never invite 
submissions this way

• Google search “[“name 
of the journal”] 
predatory”



Where to publish? Choosing the journal
• Fit
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Where to publish? Choosing the journal
• Fit
• Prestige

46https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=1211

*SRJ Impact factor: 
Measures the average
number of citations
per article in that journal.

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=1211


Where to publish? Choosing the journal
• Fit
• Prestige

https://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2018/11/best-general-journals-of-philosophy-2018.html 47

*Scores reflect the
judgment of a 
selected group of
professors.

https://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2018/11/best-general-journals-of-philosophy-2018.html


Where to publish? Choosing the journal
• Fit
• Prestige
• Other 

https://apasurvey.philx.org/ 48

https://apasurvey.philx.org/


Where to publish? Choosing the journal
• Fit
• Prestige
• Other
• Language

• Dialogue (CPA, bilingual)
• Philosophiques (SPQ)
• Atelier de l’Éthique (bilingual)
• Iguitur
• Revue de Métaphysique et de Morale
• Revue Philosophique de Louvain
• Revue Philosophique de la France et de l’Etranger
• Other?
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https://www.scimagojr.com/

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=1211


Who publishes?
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